Molecular genetics of affective disorders.
Family studies have provided evidence for familial transmission in suicide in major psychiatric disorders, and in particular affective disorders. Even though they may seem contradictory, linkage studies have suggested several genetic regions implicated in affective disorders. Association studies have mainly focused on genes related to serotonergic and monoaminergic pathways. Other genes involved in GABAergic and substance P pathways have also been studied in association studies. Another way to approach the genetics of affective disorders is the definition of more detailed phenotypes. Suicidal behaviour is one of the more largely studied subphenotypes within affective disorders. Tryptophan hydroxylase and serotonin transporter genes, related to the serotonergic pathway, have been found to be associated to suicidal behaviour, in particular violent suicidal behaviour but need to be replicated before definitive conclusion. Improved methodologies and updated tools in genetic studies will improve in the future our knowledge of affective disorders.